
Several big changes are taking 
place in  how the Annual Meet-
ings are organized.   

We are orienting the meetings 
toward more participation by 
the  membership.  

We are trying to organize the 
meetings in a way that is more 
convenient  and more interest-
ing for the squadron and district 
members to be a part of the 
meetings.  

EXPO is moved to Friday and 
we have moved most of the 
business meetings to Wednes-
day and Thursday, leaving Fri-
day clear for big activity in 
EXPO all day Friday. Other 
activity around EXPO should 
keep a crowd flowing in EXPO. 

Our EXPO has the goal of  
increasing revenue and cutting 
expenses while giving the 
members a venue where they 
can talk directly to committee 
leaders, partners and vendors. 

Our vendors pay $400 to rent 
booths.  In order to make it 
worth their time coming, they 
need to see a great turnout at 
EXPO. 

Also, note that on Thursday we 
have added a gala awards re-
ception and dinner instead of 
the rather mundane Friday 
awards meeting. The entire 
membership is invited to attend 
and support their squadron or 
district or individual award 
winner.  This adds pride and 
shows the high priority we give 

to awards.                                     
Outside guest speakers will be 
invited on Friday morning to 
speak.   

We are working on having a 
lunch and refreshment area near 
the EXPO displays to attract 
and hold  member activity to 
the EXPO area. 
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Our Target Is To Sell More Booths for EXPO 
Our EXPO Chairman is Mark 
Gathings.  Mark coordinates all 
aspects of EXPO.  Guess what?  
It is a year-round job.   

Mark has to develop vendor 
mailing lists (not easy to get 
through spam blockers) do cold 
calls and make contact with our 
vendors and partners to sell 

booths at our EXPO.  

He needs your help to provide 
him contact information on po-
tential paying customers to buy 
EXPO Booths.  

Contact Mark at: 
mark@gathings.org                  
415 609 4789  
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OK USPS, time to get registered for Jack-
sonville.  We are lagging behind as I 
checked today.   

It is so easy to register on line and you get 
your receipt  right away. 

Go to www.usps.org and from the home 
page click on “click here for more informa-
tion”.  Follow the prompts, have your credit 
card ready and you can zip right through 
the registration. 

There are a lot of  events so early registra-
tion helps us not get overloaded  and guar-

antees that you get a seat at the event. 

Think  you have plenty of time?  Well the 
holidays are coming up and the working  
days are short to get everything planned 
and prepared.  You should register even if 
you don’t sign up for activities.  

The good tours are the St Johns River 
Keeper Tour and the Fernandina Beach 
Tour. 

Also, don’t forget the new Thursday night 
Awards Reception and Dinner.  You cer-
tainly want to be there to cheer your new 

life member, squadron and district on when 
they receive their awards.  These events, as 
well as the various luncheons and the Sat-
urday night ban-
quet, are all on 
the registration 
form. 

Save money by 
registering on 
time.  See the 
registration form 
for information. 

  

opportunity, also.  The dinner 
will follow.  Awardees can 
attend the dinner if they want 

to.  It would be nice to also go to dinner, 
but attending the dinner is not mandatory to 
receive the award.   This is an upgrade of 
the recognition provided in the past. 

The Awards Dinner following the reception 
will be a  gala affair.  The intention is to 
put a little needed “kick” in the awards 

The New Life Members Reception will be 
held on Thursday, 17 January 2013 at the 
Hyatt Riverfront Jacksonville, in Jackson-
ville, FL at 1830 (6:30 p.m.) in the Grand 
Ballroom 5 Foyer.   New Life members 
will receive their awards at that reception.  
There will be a cash bar.  New Life Mem-
bers will receive two free bar tickets.  A 
stage will be in place to facilitate the pres-
entation of awards.  This will be a photo 

program.  Recognition of what you have 
accomplished should be at a feel good 
event not an after thought.  Let’s have a 
ball! Celebrate! 

It will be a sit-down dinner from 1930 to 
2230.  The National awards for squadron 
and districts will follow dinner.  Blue blaz-
ers (tie optional) or your desired evening 
attire. 

New Life Members Reception and Awards Dinner  

Time is shorter than 
you think.  Register now 
on www.usps.org  . 

Register on Time 

erning Board Meeting and Annual Meet-
ing.  Members Luncheon and Ladies 
Luncheon, will be on Saturday during 
the noon hour.  Saturday night will be 
the Banquet.  

There is something for everyone.  No rea-
son not to come.  Look at the Jacksonville 
Agenda on the web site and plan ahead 
what you wish to attend.  If you just want 
to come and schmooz at the EXPO, feel 
free.  Welcome. 

We put the agenda on the web site so eve-
ryone can see what the plan is as it is devel-
oped.   

The general plan is to have most of the 
business meetings and committee meet-
ings on Wednesday and Thursday.  The 
Awards will be presented on Thursday 
night at a new gala Awards Reception 
and Dinner. EXPO will be all day on 
Friday.  The meet and greets will be on 
Friday night.  Saturday will be the Gov-

Check The Web Site For Annual Meeting Information 

Check the 

national web site 

for the agenda in 

Jacksonville. 
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At the USPS Board of Directors Meeting in 
Detroit, VC Robert Baldridge, SN  dis-
cussed plans to celebrate USPS’ 100th An-
niversary in 2013 and 2014.  He noted that 
the 100th Anniversary Celebration Com-
mittee Committee is planning a gala cele-
bration starting with the 2013 Annual 
Meeting in Jacksonville.  He encouraged 
districts and squadrons to coordinate events 
involving their local community and other 
boating organizations. 

V/C Baldridge discussed the special 100th 
anniversary ensigns that will be given to 

each district at the 2013 Annual Meeting in 
Jacksonville.  Details can be found at 
www.usps.org/100. 

To recognize our 100 years of service, a 
special 100th anniversary ensign will be 
presented to each district at the 2013 USPS 
Annual Meeting in Jacksonville, 17-20 Jan. 
The district commanders will proceed from 
the Annual Meeting with their district’s 
ensign.  The presentation will go something 
like this:  All 33 district ensigns will be 
lined up behind the stage and under the 
large ensign on the wall on Saturday at the 

Annual Meeting.  Each district commander 
will be called up to receive his/her district 
ensign.  The ensigns will be retained by the 
district commander for presentation cere-
monies with their squadrons at their own 
locations.  Squadrons are asked to design 
streamers to attach to these special ensigns.  
Ordering information is available on the 
100th anniversary website: 
www.usps.org/100 under downloads.  Dis-
tricts are encouraged to hold ceremonies 
throughout their area at which squadrons 
will attach their streamers to the district 
ensign. 

logistics of transporting “stuff”, 
join in with this group.  They pool 
a small amount of money and 
purchase the “refreshments”, etc., 
jointly.  Last year, the house was 
packed and the food was good 
and the crowd was lively and 

stayed ‘til the wee hours. 

This is a lively bunch.  Con-

D 23 and specifically Jackson-
ville Sail and Power Squadron is 
enthusiastically working to be 
good hosts at Jacksonville 2013.   

Their big event is teaming up 
with several squadrons to host 
the Joint District Hospitality. 

If your district wants to par-
ticipate and save money and 

tact Pat Small (904) 707- 5920 or Barbara 
Erickson (425)476-1097. 

You don’t have to take my word for it.  Ask 
anyone who was there.  It was the best 
party in the house.    

Avoid the rush.  Other districts are being 
added as we speak. 

Don’t miss the fun!  

Jacksonville Squadron  And 23 Furnish Local Support 

Read this announcement if 
you want fun on Friday. 

100th Anniversary 2014 

Seats are provided for each district.  It is 
customary for D/C to sit on the end seat 
and the bridge next and fill with the other 
officers.  There is always adequate seating.  
Other than the row of district seats, there is 
open seating.  Local sponsoring district sits 
on the first row and others in succession.                                                          

 Make no mistake about it.  District Com-
manders need to be in Jacksonville to re-
ceive the district flags.  Please try to give 
this a priority because the 100th Anniver-
sary only comes around once. 

Not only would we like to see 100% of the 
D/C’s there, but why not 100% of the 
squadron Commanders.  That would be a 
first, I am sure.  Why not encourage all 
Squadron Commanders to come.  It would 
be nice to see every district seat filled.   

Bring Your District To Jacksonville 

“District Commanders Need To Be In Jacksonville To Receive Flags” 
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Every time we go to a new town, 
we like to know where the locals 
like to go to eat.  These are usu-
ally the best if you are willing to 
venture out. 

Here is my secret list: 

Desert Rider  $ Breakfast and 
Lunch   

217 N Hogan St  (904) 353 5654 

Olio Market  $  Lunch 

301 E Bay Street  904 356 7100 

Village Bread Café $$ Breakfast 
and Lunch 

2 Independent Drive   (904) 682 
7244 

13 Gypsies  $$ Lunch and dinner 

887 Stockton Drive (904) 389 
0330 

B.B.’s Restaurant $$ Lunch and 
Dinner 

1019 Hendricks Avenue  (904) 
306 0100 

Matthew’s  Restaurant $$$ 
Lunch and Dinner 

2107 Hendricks Avenue  (904) 
396 9922 

 

Committee booths will be staffed by 
knowledgeable people who know the an-
swers or who know how to get the answers. 

We will have outside vendors and partners 
from other boating organizations and agen-
cies who can help solve your squadron or 
district interests and problems. 

Nothing like eye-ball to eye-ball contact. 
Share your views and make suggestions. 

Best use of your time is EXPO. 

What is EXPO? EXPO is a tool.  It is a 
communications tool to talk face-to-face 
with members and leaders of the various 
departments and committees in USPS. It is 
informal and non-threatening in which you 
can ask any question in a conversational 
tone and get answers.  We will have booths 
with most of the committees present.  The 

EXPO also 
takes on a 
social atmos-
phere to meet 
old friends 
and acquaint-
ances from 
across the 
country. 

EXPO Is A Communications Tool for Members  

Good Places To Eat In Town That The Locals Know 

Members pursuing certification MUST 
have a BOC Passport to record their pro-
gress and a valid picture ID.  It is important 
for members to keep a passport and for 
squadron certifiers to keep back up records 
of these events until entered in the data 
base. 

Jacksonville is also conducting a “Practical  
On the Water “  (POTW) seminar on 20 
January 2013.  See Flyer.  

 Jacksonville Sail and Power Squadron is 
conducting a Boat Operator Certification 
(BOC) event for both Inland Navigator 
(IH) and Coastal Navigator (CN).  The On-
the-Water Demonstrations (OTW) are 
scheduled just prior to the Annual Meeting.  
The IN event is scheduled for 12 Jan. 2013 
at 0800.  The CN event is scheduled for 13 
Jan. at 0800.  Both events will run for 8 to 
9 hours each.  A fee of $25 is being 
charged to cover fuel and other expenses.  

Boat Operator Certification 

Jacksonville Sail 

and Power 

Squadron is 

giving OTW 

training before 

and after the 

Annual Meeting 
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Remember the beautiful waterfront in the 
City of Bridges.   

The warm breezes blowing through the 
palm trees.  The boats lazily cruising the St 
Johns River.  The joggers tip toeing along 
the river and the smell of the bar-b-que 
being smoked for lunch in the nearby res-
taurants. 

Forget all of the worries of the winter snow 
in January and come on down to the Sun-
shine State and enjoy.  It will be good to 
see old friends again and meet new ones.  

We will be staying at the 
Hyatt Jacksonville River-
front, again. 

Come and relax with us as 
we get the business of 
USPS done. 

Florida is calling. 

Hotel is located at : 

225 East Coastline Drive, 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 

 

A.M.  Please schedule your return 
trip to the airport 24 hours prior to 
desired departure.       

Taxi Cab 

Checker Cab (904 345-3333) Pick-
up from Jacksonville International 
Airport is $29.00 and $7.00 each ad-
ditional passenger. 

Airport Shuttle 

$20.00 for the first passenger $8.00 
for each additional.  

Go Shuttle (904 353 8880),  Takes 20 
minutes.  Transports passengers be-
tween Jacksonville International Air-
port and the hotel.  The Shuttle is 
available daily from 5 A.M to 12 

Getting From The Airport 

Come Back Again To Jacksonville 

Bleeding, Wounds, Head, Neck and Spine 
injuries, Broken Bones and Sprains, Burns 
and Electrocution. 

Environmental Emergencies. 

Bites and Stings, Snake Bites, Poisoning 

Special Medical Concerns and Emergen-
cies for Boaters. 

Upon successful completion of the course, 
students will receive an American Heart 
Association Course Completion Card in 
CPR & First Aid.  These certifications are 
acceptable by the USCG for anyone wish-
ing to get their Captain’s License and the 
USPS for BOC Certifiers.  

8 a.m. Wednesday, Grand 3. 

The American Heart Association’s Heart-
saver First Aid with CPR and AED Train-
ing includes: 

First Aid Basics. Calling for Help and First 
Aid Kits. Medical Emergencies. 

Breathing and Choking Problems, Bad 
Allergic Reactions, Heart Attack Stroke, 
Fainting, Diabetes & Low Blood Sugar, 

Seizures, Shock 

Injury Emergencies. 

Missed First Aid Training? Try Again 

“Catch First Aid Training In Case You Missed it last time.” 



 

 

Jacksonville In House Projects 
 

 

 

Thursday, January 17, 9-11 A.M.     Art Project                                       

Join your USPS friends for an ‘in hotel’ time of art, fun and sociability.  Local North Carolina artist, 
Pat Harmon will guide you in producing a nautical themed treasure for your home.  Choose from several pictures to paint in 
your choice of color and style.  Pat has proven her skill at previous a USPS activity.  “I cannot believe I really did this” one member said 
after a class with Pat.  “We had such a great time and made a lovely item also”.  We guarantee you will enjoy yourself.    Class size is lim-
ited to 15 People.  Cost $25.00 

 

Friday, January 18, 9-11 A.M. 

Sign up for a second session of the Thursday activity.  Class size is limited to 15 People.  Cost $25.00 to cover materials.  

 

Thursday, January 17, 10-11:30 A.M.  Make a Bracelet! 
This is another offering for those wanting to stay in the Hotel.   Want to learn how to make a bracelet with USPS friends?? Join USPS D5 
member Danee Marmelstein and busy crafter,  for an hour and half and see your skills emerge. She will show you how to string the beads 
and attach a clasp.  She’ll assemble the tools and kits beforehand, from there on, your talent comes out. 

Space is limited to 20 people. Cost $25 includes materials needed. 

 

Friday, January 19, 10:30-12 A.M. 

Sign up for a second session of the Thursday activity.  Class size is limited to 20 people.  Cost $25.00 

                 

 

 

To Register go to www.usps.org/php/reservations 



 

USPS 
EXPO 2013 at Hyatt Regency 

Riverfront, Jacksonville, 
Florida  

Friday, January 18, 2013. 
 

United States Power Squadrons 

www.usps.org 

       $400. for 10x10 booth, $800.   

 
 

       Order your booth now to avoid 
     the sellout !  To get started, contact:  

mark@gathings.org, 

    100th Anniversary Kick –off  



 



 



 



 



Getting There 

Editorial 

This newsletter’s purpose is to inform 
the readers in the squadrons and dis-
tricts about what takes place at the na-
tional meetings, to encourage them to 
participate more fully in these meetings, 
and to realize the importance of their 
participation to the success of USPS. 

No matter what anyone says, if these meetings fail to be vi-
able and meaningful to the grass root member, the organiza-
tion can not survive. Contrary to the belief of some, these 
meetings are not just for bridge members or a chosen few, but 
for everyone.  They are the engine of motivation for all.  

left. 

To avoid anxiety, just set your GPS to the 
Hyatt address and let it direct you there. 

If you come by boat, use the Metropolitan 

Our meeting is at the Hyatt Regency Jack-
sonville Riverfront. Address is 225 East 
Coastline Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32202. 

Jacksonville is reachable from the north 
and south by using I-95. 

From the west, use I-10 E.  From the mid-
west, use I-75 S and link to I-10 E. 

I-95 comes right into downtown Jackson-
ville.  I-10 also comes right into downtown 
Jacksonville. 

The Hyatt is located on the northern bank 
of the St Johns River. 

From south, take the Main Street Bridge to 
Independent then a block and a half to 
south on N. Market and follow Coastline to 
the Hyatt on your left. 

From north, take Water to Independent to 
N. Newman to Coastline to hotel on your 

Park Marina.  It is operated by a member of 
our Jacksonville Squadron .  Jim Suber is 
the Dockmaster.  Contact Jim at 904 630 
0839. The marina is about two miles from 

the hotel.  The marina 
has 78 slips and can 
handle boats up to 80 
feet. 

If you come by boat, 
there is a shuttle that 
runs on a schedule to 
and from the hotel. 

The Marina is fully 
equipped with all of 
the hook-ups and con-
veniences possible.  
Give Jim Suber a call. 

“JACKSONVILLE 
IS ONLY A WISH 
AWAY.  REGISTER 
ON THE WEB SITE 
TODAY.” !!!!!! 

Phone: 352 861 2176 

Cell: 352 875 7586 

E-mail: clarkcubed@aol.com 

R/C Donald C. Clark, JN, 
Editor 
 

USPS 

National Meetings 

Committee 

We’re on the web at: 

www.usps.org 


